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Truth doesnot change becauseit s, or isnot, believed by a majority of the people.
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June Meeting
Wiat Arethe Soci al Sci ences?

V@l f Roder, editor of A ncinnati Skeptic and
prof essor of geography at theUni versityof Gncinnati, says
that thereisnoretolifethanhardsci ence, gover nnent and
busi ness. TheH ianGonzal ez affai r, for exanpl e, was a
popul ar novenent beyondt hereachof theseinstituti ons, a
uni que soci a phenonenon, unpl anned and unf or seen. .

Soci a sci enti stsareconcernedwththesystenatic
study of hunanacti vi ti es andbehavi or. Qoncl usi ons are
cast i nterns of averages andnorns, characteristics of
groups. Theuni queind vidual isnot theirtarget.

Bl Jensen, onthe Ghenist ry Depart nent facul ty at
thelhiversityof Gncinnati, inhisrecent ta ktoART.
nentoer s descri bedapecki ngorder for thenat ural sci ences:
Physi cs | ooks down on chemistry, whi ch| ooks down on
bi ol ogy. V@l f ext endedt hi s ranki ngschenetoi ncl udethe
saci a sci ences: thenatura sci encesinturnl cokdownond |
thesoci d sci ences. Infact, thesoci d sci encesranksol ow
that they areoftenexcl udedfromsci enceentirely

Thenat ural sci ences al so dom nat e nuneri cal | y.
Qrerad |, about 80%6f al |l scientistsworkinthenatural or
“hard’ sci ences. Therenai nder aresoci a sci entists. The
d sparityinstatuscand sobeseeninrd aivei nconel evel s.
The averageannual sal ary for chemsts, physicists, and
astrononersi s about $68, 000. Theaveragefor al | soci a
(Cont. Pg 4)

Geat MnentsinAccreditation:
The Case of | AC AQ, and The Thr ee S ooges
by John Bear

In1982, thereopenedfor busi nessinMssouri the
International Accrediting Commssion(IAQ. They
aggressi vel y nar ket edt hei r accredi tati onservi ces anong
hundr eds of t hen-unaccredi tedinstitutionsinthe Uhited
Sates. Thei r standar dswererat her nodest, but they were
operati ngwthinthel aw andthey wereabl et obest owt hat
nagi cal word“accredited’ upontheir clients.

More than 1301 nsti tuti ons had achi eved | AC
accreditati onby 1989, whenoneEicMethestah i shedthe
EasternMssouri Busi ness @l | egeandi nmedi at el y appl i ed
tothelnternational Accrediti ngGnmassi on. M et h opened
hi sheadquartersinaone-roonofficeing. Loui s, Nissouri,
andi ssuedanei ght-pagetypewittencatal ogthat |isted
faculty neniberssuchas Anol dZffel, EbwardJ. Haskel |,
M Howard, Jerone Howar d, and Law ence F ne.

Triviabuffsnayrecal | that AnoldZ ffel wasthe
pi g onthe TVshow Geen Acres, Eddi e Haskel | was t he
obsequi ous friendon Leave/t toReaver, andthe Messrs.
Howard, Hward, and H newerecol | ectivel y knownas t he
Thr ee S ooges.

It getshetter. Thecd | egesed vas entl azonedwth
t he phrase S/ umpro Avi bus £t Edlicat 7 o, whi ch neans
“Educationisonlyfor thebirds,” andthe nottowas
Latrocimeat Rt us, or, | oosd ytransl ated, everythi ngfrom
pettytheft tohi ghway robbery. Doct orat es ver e of f ered by
nai | i ndozens of fi el ds, fromeeraspacetonari nebi ol ogy.
Thenari nebi ol ogy textbook was i dentifiedas 7elitt/ e
Q@Y aen Book of A sthes.

Lhl i ke what you nay have beeni nagi ni ng, East ern
M ssouri Busi ness Gl | ege f ounder M et hwas weari ng a
vwhitehat. Asassistant attorney general for thestateof
Mssouri, hehadset upthisclever stingoperation. And
vwhenthehead of thelnternational Accredi ti ng Gonmissi on
st opped by, hadaqui ck | ook around, acceptedacashier’s
check, and pronouncedt he East Mssouri Busi ness Gl | ege
fullyaccredited, hewasimnedi at el y sl appedw t h an
(Cont. Pg 6)
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

The Beast Reavakens
by MrtinA Lee
(Boston: Littl e Broanand @. 1997)

TheBeast of thetitleisNaziismandat her ki nds of fasci siel |1 edt onewand
o dextreneright creeds. Inthefirst placethisisahistoryof thesurvival of
i ndi vi dual Ger nanand ot her ELropean Nazi s andt hei r post war peri od of hi di ng
under ESSAor i nthe S rre(spi der) network. It tracestheconnectionof the
ol dguardtotheregront hof anewraci st andnationali st ri ght. The book begi ns
literd lywththedefeat of Grnanyandthedeathof Htler andendswthPatri ck
Buchanan and t he bonbi ngi n &kl ahona d ty. The center of thenewright is
west er n Europe, but the study i sworldw de, wherever the ol d Nazi guard
di sappearedand hi dt obeconet he nent or s of anot her generati onof crazi es.

LeetreatstheNazi sasthenast extrenevari ety of fasci sm “Accordi ngto
thisinterpretation, dl Nizi sarefascists, but nat d | fascistsareNzis. Sl arly,
all fascistsareright-wngextrenmists, but not al | right-wngextremstsare
fascists.” (P 397) Hea soquatesausef ul descriptionof thepditica right: “To
beright wngneanstosupport thestateinitscapacityas e@rarcer of order andto
opposethestateas df str/but or of weal thand pover noreequi tabl yinsoci ety.”
(Quoti ngSaraD anond, p. 397) Leel eaves nodoubt he consi derstheenti re ganot
evil, or at | east “ided ogi cal niscreants” (p. 11). Hehinsel f i svery nuichonthe
left libera sidedf thespectrum

The aut hor propounds at heory of consi derabl einterest toexpl ainthe
recent, —nthepast decade, —ecrudescenceof fascism A theendof Htler's
Grnany rel ativel yveryfewof theNazi crininal swere puni shed, or ot herw se
put out of action. TheAliesfell intodi sagreenent a nost i nmedi at el y, andeach
si debeganhi ri ngl eadi ngGernansfor thei r expertiseregard essaof individual
quilt. TheRussi ans, British, AnericansandFenchrecruitedcapabl e @Grnansto
rebui | dthei r occupati onzoneof Gernany andasal liesintheco dwar. Qher
Grnanswerehiredfor thel r techni cal andengi neeri ngexperti seandbrought to
Mbscow London, or Huntsvi |l | e. The @ Aanditssi ster secret servi ces protected
nany of theworst crininal stonake use of thei r know edge of t he ot her si de.
Sone of t he nost not ori ous Nazi swere abl etohi dei ntherenai ni ngfasci st
di ctatorships,-- Spain, Rortuga , andArgentina-- until thi ngs cool eddown. Yet
ot her s f ound r ef uge and enpl oynent anong t he A ab enenies of t he newJew sh
state. Leedescribesthisperiodi ngenera andprovi des out standi ngi ndi vi dual
b ographi es.

Thecd dvar periodvasafrustratingtinefor thesurvi vi ngfasci sts. Focus
i neach canpwas concent rat edont he nai nadver sary, -- conmoni st or capital i st,
--andlittleadd ti onal denandfor extrenenational i smexi sted. Went he Russi an
Bear w t hdr ewhi s heavy pawf romt he et hni ¢ nel ange of east ern Europethe
fasci st besst returned

S ncetheendof the Sovi et Lhi onve have seenawvor| dw de r ecr udescence
d‘extrereethicnatziondismdracistidedogyandtheory, of anti-Jewshdenid
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of the@rnanhd ocaust, of anti-forei gner sertinents, and
of awllingnesstousevi d encetoga nchawi ni sticends. In
thelhitedSatesthis grovt hi srepresent edby unt et hered
mlitiasandother raci sts. Theaut hor docunent s neo- Nazi
tiesfor MVei gh, Pat Robertson, and Pat Buchanan.
Today, nost of thegenerationthat personal |y renenioers
theHtler periodi sgoneor dying, | eavi ngthenewpatriots
freetonyt hol ogi ze. Fewontheextreneri ght continueto
vavethesvasti kaor extendtheHtl er sal ute. Thepost col d
var neo-fasci st codespeaks of sel f-deterninati on, idertity,
ecol ogy, anddi sdainfor anulti-racia, nul ti-cul tural
soci ety. They functi onas avanguar d of xenophobi aw th
inmgrationasanissuetoral lyagai nst. Throughout t he
vorl dthenewf asci ststhriveonsocial chaos, political
instability, rabi dnationalism andviol ent out bursts of
ehnichared
Martin Leetraces afasci nati ng geneal ogy of
intell ectual venomandnal i ce. Therearedirect |ines of
descent fronthepal adi nsof Htl er tothe Jesse Hl ng and
Davi d Dukes of today. |t sends shi vers down ny back.
—\l f Roder

&luodDdes Thelane Balers
Cupal gn agay nst Nazi sm
by Mchael E B rdvel |
(NewYor k Lhi versity Press, 1999)

As scept i cs and opponent s of pseudo- sci ence we
nust of tenwonder i f our argunent s have any i npact. Vé
ared socofrontedwththequestion, just howeffecti veare
thepopul ar ned ai ni nfl uenci ngthel r aud ence? D pi ctures
of vidence sexor naraityl eadvi everstoaccept attitudes
and nove t hemt owar ds act i on? What happens when a
conmer ci a conpany del i berat el y pr onot es a canpai gnf or
or aga nst certai ni deas and peopl e?Duri ngthethirtiesthe
novi es certai nl y weret he | eadi ng popul ar nedi umof
entertai nnent not onlyfor Anericans, but for agl obal
audi ence. Hereisaninterestinghistory of one novi e
conpany vhi ch opposedfasci sminthethirtiesbeforethe
Veér .

B rovwel | examnesthehi storyof Vdrner Bothers,
whi chdel i beratel y usedsoneof itsfilnstoopposethe
Nazis. Qhecoul dargueas Jevsit was easy for the Vérners
toopposeHtler. Yet, theother sevennaj or stud osof the
tinevereal sol edby Jew shnen, but whopreferredtopl ay
a ongw ththe Gernans. BEvenw t hi nt he conpany st udi ed
it was t he busi ness head, Harry Vdrner, who acted as a
princi pl ed consci encet oi nsi st onopposi ngH tler, andon
war ni ng Aner i ca about t he fasci st nenace. H s brot her
Jack, the studi o head, was norei ncl i ned not to care,
particul arlyinregardtoMissa i ni and A ancowhodi d not

shareHtl er’ srad danti semti sm

Today we knowHar ry Vérner was ri ght towarn
agai nst the grow ngnenace. I nthethirti esthereverenany
reasonstoavai dcont rover sy, theeconomc depressi ononly
one of them Thei ndust ry depended on over seas ear ni ngs,
and Ger nany was a naj or nar ket for Hl | ywood product s.
The pr oducer s woul d knuckl e under t ot he denands of
Goebbel s' PropagandaMni stryrather thanl osethis
lucrativenarket. Qnlythe Vérner S udi owas deni ed
Grnandistributionasearlyas1934.

Aner i cans had been di sappoi nt ed by t he out cone
of theF rst Vorl dVer. Rather thanavar toendal | vars,
thedistributionof thespoilsinEuropel edal nost
i nmedi at el y t orear nanent and t hought s of revanche.
Aner i cans concl uded “ never agai n,” and Gngr ess passed
neutraityacts. TheSate Depart nent counsel edno of fense
under any ci rcunst ances, andvantednofil ns hostil etoany
European country. Wiat i s nore, the Ger nan entbassy and
thei r west coast consul atewerequi cktoprotest fil ns
opposi ng Ger nani nterest s.

Vet hi nk of theProducti onQxde Adnini strationas
concer ned nost | y w thsex, sothat evennarri ed coupl es
coul d onl y be shown usi ng tw n beds. But t he PCA
concernedi tsel f wthnany ot her aspect s of theindustry,
and was anxi ous t o avoi d anyt hi ng controversi al . They
rai sed many obj ecti ons t o show ng even hone gr own
fascistsof theBundor Rl ey’ sS 1 ver Shirts. Nor didthey
approve of runni ngdownthe KKK Besi des any suchfilm
nght | ose narket i nt he Aneri can Sout h.

Al argepart of thenedi a, the Hearst newspapers
nost proninent |y, sawGommuni smand Sovi et Russi a as
thenaj or threat toAneri canval ues. Thi sthinki ngal | oned
t hemt o consi der Htl er and Ger nany as a bul war k agai nst
Bol shevi sm Any at t ack on f asci smwoul d evoke heavy
criticisnfromheright. Minyincl udi ngVe t O sney, wo
admred Nazi Gernany (p. 29), Hal Roach, Henry Ford,
and Ghar | es Li ndoer ghsupport edtheant i -i nterventi oni st,
peaceat any pri ce Aneri caH rst organi zati on.

Many Jews intheinterwar yearstriedto de-
enphasi ze di fferences, toassi nl ate, toshom heyverej ust
liketheir Christiannei ghbors. Sone Ref or miTenpl es even
hel d servi ces on Sunday and cel ebrat ed Ghri st nas! Don' t
rocktheboat. Vdul dit real |y benefit anyone, Jewor
Gentile, Awricanor Biropeantoconpl ai nabout Htler?
Vaul dany word, publ i cation, or fil mdecr ease persecution
inGernany, or woul dit rat her arousel atent anti-Jew sh
forces at hone. Miny werethecritics opposedtoHarry
Vérner’ sattenpt towakethenation.

Har ry Vr ner want ed t o nake novi es t hat were
unebeshed ypetriatic, udifting instructive adentertan
ing(p. 176). Brdwe | d scussesthreeinparticu ar, Aack
Legion, Qrrfessians of aMzi Qy;, and rgeat York \/é
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nay | abel thesease ther d dacti cor € seas propaganda
Sone nenber s of Congress cl early vi ened what
Vdr ner was doi ng as propaganda. As | at e as August
191the Senatestartedheari ngsint opropagandaby the
Jew sh-control | ed nonopol y i nHdl | ywood (p. 154.)
nl y t he Japanese at t ack on Pear| Har bor brought an
endtothat particu a fod i shness.

—\%| f Roder

Sai dafervent young | ady of Hanmel s,
“l o ect tohunani ti estranme s!
| vant tobefreel
Li keabird L keabeel
(h, vhy aml cl assed w t h t he nanmal s?
— Mrris B shop(1942)

June Meeting from page 1...

sci enti stsi s$65, 000.

WVl f di stingui shed sci enti stsfromprof essi onal
practitionerssuchas eng neersandarchitect swosej obi s
f ocused on appl yi ng know edge r at her t han seeki ng new
know edge. Thi sdi stinctionisn't easy: sonepsychal ogi sts
areresearchsci entists, but nanyareclinica psychd ogi sts
whotreat patientsrather t hanundertaki ngresearch.
Soci ol ogi st's, too, nay beresearchscientistsor workin
g iedfid ds.

Just astherearedoctors!ike Deepak Choprawho
becone quacks, al thoughthefiel dof nedi ci neas awhol e
naintainsitsintegrity, therearebursoci d sci entists, but
soci a sci enceasawhd eadherestosci entificprinc ples.

I't i sagoodthing because w t hout obj ecti ve
know edge about hunan behavi or, thereisnorati onal basis
for publicpalicy. If therewerenoreliable, systenatic
know edge of hunandri vi ngbehavi or, for exanpl e, traffic
engi neer s woul d be unabl e t o desi gn a usabl e hi ghway
system The
goal of thesocial sciencesistolookat thesystenatic
behavi or of hunan bei ngs.

Soci al constructioni stsarguethat scientific
know edgei stotal |y nannade andt hat theul tinat e pur pose
of theory and experinent i snot tocontrol and nanage
nature, but tocontrol ot her peopl e. Sonecla mthat al |
sci encenay becriticizedfromthepoint of viewof literary
criticism Thisnotionreliesonanillusionof the
ommi pot ence of | anguage. But it isinpossibletoexplain
conpl exi deasw t hout theuseof nath, art, nusi ¢, naps and

ot her non-11ingui sti ¢ neans of expressi on. Li kethenat ural
sci ences, thesoci a sciencesrel yonquantitati veasvel | as
gaditaiveand ysisforthe r concl usi ons.

Vel f nai ntai nsthat know edgei s a seanh ess web,
andthat our di vi si ons of know edgei ntoseparat ed sci pl i nes
isnecessarilyarbitrary. Hepreferstod vi dead | thesci ences
i ntophysi cs, chemstry, bi o ogy, andthesoci a sci ences.
Physi cs deal sw t hnechani cs, thebehavi or of el ectricity,
t her nodynani cs, andt he behavi or of nol ecul es and at ons.
Ghenistryi saspeci a branchof physi cs devat edt ot he st udy
of thebonds between atons. B ol ogy i st he chenistry of
livingsystens. Bd og stsstudyd |l fornsof aninal s, pl ants,
and ot her organi sns. The soci al sci ences ar e asubset of
bi ol ogy, i nvhi chhunanbei ngs aretheonl y ani nal st udi ed.

Vel f al sodi vi des sci ence accor di ngtoresearch
net hod: experinental | aborat ory resear ch, whi ch canbe
highycontrd | edislargd ycl osedtothesoci d sci encewhni ch
havetore yonfie dstud es, werethevari ad es cannat beso
neat|ycontro | ed. Qher nethodsi ncl udehi storical stud es
such as t he st udy of evol uti onandthe hi story of hunan
behavi or, and conput er si nul ati on.

Rl i cresponsed sod sti ngui shesthesoci d sci ences
fromthe nat ural sci ences. Mbst peopl e recogni zet hei r
i gnorance of thenatural sci ences. BEverybody knows t hey
don't understandphysi csat a |, but i nthesoci a sci ences,
everyonei s convi ncedt hat they havea | theanswers.

Inaddition, inthenatura sciencesasinthesoci a
sci ences predi cti ons can be made onl y f or groups of
nol ecul es, atons, cells, rats, or peopl e. But whi | e noone
especi a | ycareswhi chparticu ar rat fail stonavigatethe
naze, everyone want st o knowexact |y whi chi ndi vi dual
narriagew || fail. Knowngthat about hal f wll endin
di vorce, whi chistheonlypredi ctionsoci a scientistscan
reliabl ynake, i shot good enough.

The net hods t hat soci al sci enti sts usei ncl ude
partici pant observation, soneti nes knownas“drinki ngwth
thel ocal s.” Theresear cher spendsti newththegroupsheor
heisinterestedinstudying, | earningthelocal |ingo,
under st andi ngwhat peopl earetal ki ngabout, what concer ns
t hey have, howt hey dothi ngs, andwhy. This nethodi s
usef ul for expl ori nganenvi ronnent t he resear cher knows
littl eabout soheor shecandesi gnuseful research.

Partici pant dservai onisexcruci aing yd fficdt, as
you night guess fromt he oxynoron-1i ke character of its
nane. Thedi fficultyishowdoestheresearcher observeand
participate, wthout i nfl uenci ng hi s or her subj ect s?
M ni nzi ngand shapi ngthi sinfl uencei sana or probl emin
partici pant observation. Another probl emi s findi ng
t rust wort hy and know edgeabl ei nf or nant s.

Qnce aresear cher hasthegeneral |ay of thel and,
fornal questi onnai res nay bedesi gnedtocd | ect quantitati ve
data. Thepitfalsinquesti onnai redesi gnarenany. “C osed’
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questi ons, i nwhi cht he respondent nust choose f r omanong
aset of ansvers provi dedbythequesti onnaire, provi deeasily
quantifiedanswers, but theanswersw | beusel essif the
categoriesareoff target. Qpen-endedquesti ons, i nwhi chthe
respondent i sinvitedtoanswer i nher or hi s ownwords, nay
produceval uabl ei nsi ght si ntotheresearchprobl em but Wl
bevery hardtoquantify. Vrdorder, questi onorder, and
nany ot her i ssues nakewitingreliabl equestionnairesa
chd lenge.

Soci a scienti st oftendon’ t havet henaneytodol arge
surveys t hensel ves, sot hey dependi nst ead on“secondary
anal ysi s”: taki ngdat acd | ectedby athersfor ot her pur poses
andusi ngit toanswer soci a sci entifi cquestions. The nost
popul ar sour ce of datafor secondary anal ysisistheUS
Census. Wien usi ng secondary anal ysi s, theresear cher nust
knowexact | y what t he census asked and of whomand under
what ci rcunst ances.

Qher probl ens w t haski ngpeopl e questi onsi ncl ude
nenory probl ens. Peopl ew | | gi ve answer s evenwhent hey
don’' t knowor have forgotten, nerelytosatisfythe
i ntervi ever. Videnaskedabout thepast, peopl ewl | tel | you
what they are certai nthey renmenber, but that wll
subst anti a | y di sagreewtht heanswersthey gavet ot he sane
guesti onyear s ago.

Gtenanauthor wll report arel ati onshi pbasedon
personal observation. For exanpl e, SusanFal udi has cl ai ned
that pro-lifeadherentsarenost!ya soanti-guncontro . But
suchapersonal observat i oni s nonor et han an anecdot e and
tel I sus not hi ngabout thegroupsi nval ved. Tofi ndwhet her
thisre ationshi pactua | yexi sts, onevou dneedt osurveythe
popul ati on, usi ngal argerandomsanpl e. Answers cal | ect ed
inasurvey areunrel iabl e unl ess t he r espondent s wer e
randonhy sel ected. It i sonly fromarandomsanpl e we can
nakeva i di nf erencestothepopul ati on.

The i nformati on drawn fromsurveys of t en
el abor at el y docunent s t he obvi ous. Mich of what we knowas
saci a beingsisquiteaccurate. Aexanpl ei sthefind ngthat
highl evel sof credit carddebt areassoci atedwthpoor hea th
andstress, not asurprisingfinding. Notethat survey data
oftencanidentifyonlycorrel ation, not causeandeffect. S
vecan't tel | whet her poor heal thcauseshighcredit carddeht,
or highcredit carddehbt causes poor heal th. @ athirdcause
coul d be behi ndboth. @ thetwo nay si npl y be unrel at ed.

Viden conf ront edw t h newdi scoveriesinthenat ural
sci ences, thepublicislikel ytoassi mlatetheinfornation
wi t hout ol ecti on. Nosuchl uckinthesoci al sci ences. Wen
thesoci a sci ences coneupw thafindingthat peopl eare
convi ncedi scorrect, theconcl usionaf thepublicisthat the
fi ndi ngs ar e so obvi ous t he st udy shoul d never have been
done. Wenthesoci al sci ences cone upw t h sonet hi ng't hat
iscontrarytowhat everyonebel i eves, noonebel i evesthe
soci a scientists, usual |y becausethefindingcontradicts

“conmon sense, ” Anexanpl ei s thefindi ng by Myni han,

@l enan and ot her s t hat nor e spendi ng on schoal s, once
basi ¢ needs havebeenful filled, wll not i nprovest udents’

achi evenent . Addi ngasw nming pool or payi ngteachers
twcehas littleinpact onlearning. Wat real | y nakes a
d fferencei nachi evenent aretheresourcesachi l dbringsto
schoadl . Astabl ehone, goodheal th, enoughtoeat, andl ats
of parental attentioni nprove achi evenent scores naoret han
a sw mmi ng pool or doubl ingteachers’ sal aries. Yet

researchhasfoundthat onthewhd e, parents’ i nfl uenceon
their childrenislinted. Bathgeneticcharacteristicsand
peer i nf | uence have nor e expl anat ory power. But few
believethis. Gnfrontedw ththi sfindi ng, nany peopl e
resort toanecdota expl anations: “V I, innyfamly.”

Anat her naj or characteristicof sci encethat nust
betakenintoconsiderationiswhet her theworkis an
experinental or afiel dstudy. Vérkthat canbedoneina
| abor at ory can be highly controlled. FHeldworkis
i nf 1 uenced by nany uncontrol | abl e vari abl es. This
distinctionisinportant i nthesoci al sci ences si nce nany
experinent s can' t be done on hunan bei ngs for ethi cal as
vel | aspractica reasoms.

Nosing esurveyisdefinitive. Socia science, like
ot her sci ences, reliesonagradual accunul ati on of
evi dence. i ence, wether natural or soci al, i sol ective,
but i ndi vi dual sci entistsarenot. Ascientist cannat have
firmknow edge until thereis aconsensus anong peer
researchers..

-- Reportedby M rgi ni aJergens.
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ProgramGmmittee Chair: Br ad Bonham
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Medi a Resour ces Goor di nat or : BbSre fthau
Rblicity@ord nator: InezK e n
ébnast er : Davi d Vel |
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John Bear from page 1...

injunctionandwas ul tinatel y fi nedheavil yandorderedto
shut down hi s agency.

Endof story? Sadly, no. | nmedi atel y after the
closingof International AccreditingGonmission, there
opened, t he next state over, i nBeebe, Arkansas, the
Accredi ti ng Commissionlnternational (AQ), which
imediatelyinvitedal | of thel ACschool s (except,
presunmabl y, Eastern M ssouri Busi ness) to becone
autonatical | yaccreditedby AQ.

AQ isinbusinesstoday, bigger thanever,
accreditingover 200institutions (I don't knowhownany
nore, since, incredibly, they declinetonaketheir
nentoer shi pli st public).

Thisisabsol utelylegal . Theaccreditor operates
| egal | y under Arkansas | aw The over 200 school s t hey
accredit gpparentlya |l operatel egd | yunder thel ans of their
omnst at es.

And t hose wel | - neani ng consuner s, who have been
tranedtoask, “Isit accred ted,” reachfor thel r checkloooks,
becauset hey don’ t knowt hat t hey nust ask t he essenti al
second questi on: “Andi stheaccredi ti ngagency recogni zed
by t he Depart nent of Educati onor the Gouncil onH gher
Eoucat i onAccredi tati on?’

(JohnBaer i sw thout doubt Anerica sforenest expert onD pl ona
NilIs.)

FromEdvardB Davis, “Recapitul ations: ReplytoFhillip
Johnson” in Ruortsof theMational Grter for & ence Folicat f arvol
19, (no. 4, July/ August 1999) pp. 25-26. (Davisi sRrofessor of theH story
of Sienceat Messi ah@l |l egei nGantham Pa.)

| fi ndevi denceof purposeintheastoni shingfact,
pregnant w t h neani ng, that adeepandoftensubt! e order
exi stsandcanbefoundbyrati ond creat wres—nthefact that
net hodal ogi cal natural ismissofruitful .... toaccount for
certannatura phenonena. Thi sfact about theinte lighility
of thevorl dishard ynecessaryfar our evd uti onary survi val
andrai ses prof ound quest i ons about why t hi s shoul d be so.
Suchquestionarenet asci entificinnatureandhaveaoften
been asked by great sci enti stswho donot shar e aconmon
rdigosaietation | dsoseeevi dencefar thel sminvari ous
ant hr opi ¢ phenonena di scover ed by cosnol ogy; i nthe
persi stent hunanbel i ef i naneani ngfor exi stencethat goes
beyond our ownti neand pl ace; intheequal |y persi st ent
belief in“right” and“wong’ as noral categories conpared
t o consi deri ng“good” and “bad” si npl y as attri but es of
things that happen; and eveni naspects of the bi ol ogi cal
vor | d, suchastheprogressi vedevel opnent ont hi spl anet of
anextraordinarilydiverseandinterrel at ed syst emof
organi sns, Wi chinsonerespectsnirrors (innyview the
Tintyitsdf.

Nei t her Zeus nor Santa @ aus represent s a seri ous
answer toquestionsaf thistype, but nanywoul dsay that Ged
does. | count nysel f anongt hem

A Puzzefor Thinkers

A famous problem:
the Girl or the Goat?

InaTVqui z programt he contestant i s
asked t o choose anongt hr ee ¢l osed doors. Behi nd
onedoor i sabeautiful wonan (or youngnanif the
contestant i sof theaot her persuasi on), behi ndthe
ot her twodoor s aregoat s.

After thecontestant pi cks onedoor, but
beforeit i s openedthe host opens anot her door
show ngtherei sagoat behindit. The odds are now
event hecontestant hasthedoor wththegrl or the
other goat. Heisaskedif hewantstochangehi s
chace

Questi on, shoul dt he cont est ant changeto
the ot her door, standfast wththedoor he has
chosen, or doesit nakenodi fference?

Sl uiontol ast i ssue spuzzl e
Anequati onwthfour sevens equal i ngto
one hundr ed:
7 7

- %o =100
7.7

Not t he shar pest kni fei nthe draver:
dty Manager.: [t o anenber of the
audi ence] “Excuse ne. Nocigarette
snoki ng al | oned. Vidul d you pl ease put
out thet ci garette?
Smker: “That’ snocigarette. It’sa
jan.”

I nci dent at aneetingaf thekHarlingen, Texas, citycoucil. It resutedin
thearrest of thesnoker for possessi onof nari j uana.

InKansastheydon't teachtheB g |
Bang, theageof theEarth, or Bvol u- |
7 tioninschod . But | don't thinkthey' 1|
% out | awbi o-ast ral ogy t hough. |
—bi o-ast rol oger Esneral davon|

Lowenzahn- Dent del i on |
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Below you will find the ninth annual report of the
Association for Rational Thought. Five officers reported working a
total of 713 volunteer hours during the 1999 - 2000 year. This
represents only a portion of the hours contributed by A.R.T.s
hardworking officers.

--Virginia Jergens, Secretary.

President’s Report

Each year that | have been president, | have written an
annual report for the organization. | am happy to say that this year
has produced the same excellent results as in past years. The
differences noted here are al positive.

As in past years we have had an interesting speaker
programincluding talkson the history of Tarot cards, local evidence
(or lack of) for UFOs, Reichenbach Ord energy, intelligent design,
and more. Even when we had speakers cancel, we were able to
substitute another speaker (Thanks to Joe Gastright) or come up
with acommunity discussion. Thetalk on Tarot cards was a special
treat with a visit to the card museum of U.S. Playing Cards and a
talk by a world wide expert. | look forward to another year of
excellent talks and a year that will include a special Friday the 13"
party before Halloween.

Our web siteisnow well established and generatesasteady
rate of hits. As ameasure of public interest, we get a steady stream
of e-mail addressed to the president either asking questions or
wanting to discuss further topics from the blurbs. | would like to
thank al the members who have helped answer those
correspondences that merited a reply. Many times questions for
which | didn't have an educated reply were answered by other
members of greater learning. Thisisagreat public servicethat goes
towards one of our organizational goals of education.

To my great surprise, our number of members and the
generous donationsover our requested dues have put usin aposition
where our bank balance is not always hovering at the zero mark.
That small balance of a few hundred dollars provides a little
breathing room. | hope and expect that as our membership slowly
grows, we will have enough funds to consider expanding our
operations beyond supporting membership communication, theweb
site, and the newsletter.

As aways, | want to thank the other officers for making
thisorganization work assmoothly asit does. Executive and general
meetings are always fun as well as productive. One of the best
indicators for the future are some new faces who start working in
A.R.T. for the coming year. New peoplewill mean an influx of new
ideas. L ook for an even better organization in coming years. Hours
worked on behalf of A.R.T. unavailable.

--Roy Auerbach, President.

Vice-President’s Report

Asvice-president, | filledin for our illustrious President at
the last regular membership meeting. One of the real perks of being
on the executive council is attending those bimonthly meetings,

being involved in the workings and machinations of our venerabl e7

organization and reaping the benefits of having computer experts
to interrogate about various computer problems, which | took full
advantage of. But probably the most important thing | did asvice
president this year was to learn how A.R.T. works and what our
needs as an organization are. | look forward to doing more of the
same in the coming year. Hours worked on behalf of A.R.T.
unavailable.

--Nurit Bowman, Vice-President.

Secretary’s Report

As secretary, | took minutes at executive council and
membership meetings and entered them in A. R. T.’s officia
records. | distributed copies of executive council minutes and
action lists and membership meeting minutes to officers. |
collected reports from officers on their activities for the past year
and prepared the annual report required by our by-laws. |
maintained and distributed an executive council member address
and phone number list and sent meeting reminders to members of
the council.

In addition, | wrote articles for the newsletter
summarizing the talks of the speakers at A.R.T. meetings this
year. | wrote several articles for the newsletter summarizing
executive council and membership meeting businessand oneblurb
for our web site. | helped set up before and clean up after regular
membership meetings.

Next year | plan to prepare for our web site six issues of
the newsl etter issued when | was editor but not yet included on our
web site. | contributed 162 hours of volunteer work during the past
A.R.T. year, duly 1, 1999 - June 30, 2000.

--Virginia Jergens, Secretary.

Treasurer’'s Report

As of June 30, 1999 the checkbook balance was
$1594.38, with no outstanding bills. Thisyear’ sbalance asof June
30, 2000, is $1667.81, again with no unpaid bills.

Income
Membership Dues $1,200.00
Cash Donations 835.00
In-Kind Donations 410.96
Web Donations 300.00
Blurb Sales 10.00
Total Income 2,755.96
Expenses
Membership
Postage 348.90
Printing of Notices 142.30
P.O. Box Rental 64.00
Newsletter
Bulk Mail 450.00
Postage 17.38
Printing 867.17
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Programs
Coffee 48.99
Guest Meals 63.07
Other
Web Expenses 652.74
Miscellaneous 27.98
Total Expenses 2,682.53
Net Income 73.43

Compared with last year's income and expenses, dues
were unchanged, cash donations excluding the web decreased
about $400, web donations decreased $300 and in-kind donations
decreased by about $150. Total expensesremained about the same.
So whereas|ast year saw anet increase of $950, thisyearsincrease
was much more modest. | again spent about twenty hours keeping
the books, plus about 18 hours at executive meetings.

--Rick Prairie, Treasurer.

Meeting Organizer and Program Chair’s Report

OK, it's four years and counting now that we've been
offering monthly programs from September to June. Whew! That
continuity (vs. eight meetings per year), plusthe increased contact
with membership provided by six newsl etters per year has resulted
in asolid increase in attendance. For the 1999 / 2000 season, we
averaged 22 members, two visitors and 12 “lunchees’ per
program. And this in spite of another year with some early
schedule difficulties, and without benefit of distribution of an
Annual Program flyer (which seriously impairs advance publicity
efforts).

We had some great new speakers this year (all of whom
we hope to hear from again) and ventured out for our first-ever
field trip, to the U.S. Playing Card Museum in Norwood, a real
treasure and one of Cincinnati’s best-kept secrets. And yes (in
response to many requests), we'll try to do at least one field trip
each season. This past year also included two “free-for-alls,” the
first because the world didn’t come to an end on January 1, 2000,
the second due to a last minute speaker
cancellation. For those of you who missed ‘ em, these sessionshave
been great fun and aterrific way to get to know some very quirky
things about your fellow members!

Member ship Committee Chair Report

Once again, early-season scheduling problems pre-
empted production of an Annual Program flyer. And, in adomino
effect, we didn't manage to mount a membership recruitment
campaign aimed at area Skeptical Inquirer and Skeptical Magazine
subscribers. Maybe the 2000 / 2001 season will prove more
productive. | contributed an estimated 285 hours of volunteer work
during the past A.R.T. year, July 1, 1999 - June 30, 2000.
--Brad Bonham, Meeting Organizer, Program Chair, and
Membership Chair.

Member ship Secretary’s Report
The membership of A.R.T. has increased to
approximately 100 members. Unfortunately, | haven't made a
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great effort to remind members and collect renewal dues for most
of 2000 so that approximately 40% of the membership is late in
paying dues. The main bulk of memberships come up in the fall
season, and a large campaign will need to be undertaken at that
time.

I would like to thank the membership for donating their
money to the organization. We have purposefully kept the
membership fee alow $15 to encourage membership by all. | want
to specialy thank those that have provided donations above the
membership fee. Werely in part on the generous donations of some
members, important to our survival. Gifts have helped greatly in
supporting our web site and have | eft us a small working balance at
the end of the year. Hours worked on behalf of A.R.T. unavailable.
--Roy Auerbach, Membership Secretary.

Publicity Coordinator’s Report

| continued to place adds for membership meetings when
information on the speaker and topic were available at |east aweek
advance. Notices were sent to the Cincinnati Enquirer, Cincinnati
Post, and City Beat on aregular basis.

Due to professional responsihilities, | have stepped down
from my post and turned the position over to Inez Klein. Hours
worked on behalf of A.R.T. unavailable.

--Gary Himes, Publicity Coordinator.

Investigation Officer’s Report

During the past year, three investigations were made.
These were two cases of supposed house hauntings and one case of
supposed stigmata.

Both house hauntings turned out to be of the “ poltergei st”
type. They ceased when the happenings were examined and
explanations given to the families.

The stigmata case seemed to result from ateen-age girl’s
having seen the movie “ Stigmata,” and believing she had stigmata
herself. We viewed the film together and its lack of knowledge of
real stigmata was explained. With some counseling, the girl was
cured of her belief.

No other cases for investigation were reported to me
during the past year. | likewisereceived no reports of any individual
investigations by A.R.T. members. Hours worked on behalf of
A.R.T. unavailable.

--Richard McGrath, Investigations Officer.

Newsletter Editor’s Report
Six bimonthly issues of the Newsl etter appeared during the
year. Each contained 12 pages, except December/January, which
had 16 pages.
Each issue generally consisted of these parts:
(1) Certain short pieces in al or most issues: the motto,
comments by bio-astrologer Esmeralda, a limerick, a
puzzle.
(2) Longer regular pieces: a full report on each meeting
presentation (all written by Dinny Jergens), a thoughtful
comments column, an editorial, book reviews.
(3) Various, mostly short, but some longer pieces. news
drawn mostly from the Internet.
(4) Reports on executive committee meetings, election
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results, etc.
(5) Announcements of the next two upcoming meeting
programs or topics.
(6) A membership application and contribution form.
Missing are comment on idiocies written, spoken or
shown by the local news media. Y our editor simply is not hooked
sufficiently into the local scene. Any help would be appreciated.
Call me, write notes, present comments on material of interest in
the local media
Recent newsletter costs have total ed about $215 per issue,
including: printing 250 copies at $150, tax $8.20, postage about
$36.75, and each issue's share of the bulk mail fee, $16.67.
Mailing two dozen copies of each issue to the Committee for the
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP) in
Amherst, NY, for their newdetter exchange program is $3.15
(They send us newsletters from other skeptics groups in return.)
| spent about 120 hours editing the newsletter during the
year, plus executive council meetings. About 30 hours were spent
writing reviews, untold additional hours to read the books. Donna
Loughry worked about 60 hours. By far our most important and
regular contributor was Virginia Jergens. Other contributors, Joe
Gastright, Bill Jensen, Roy Auerbach.
--Wolf Roder, Newsletter Editor.

Webmaster’s Report

At the time of writing, because of various mumblety-
mumble excuses, | am missing the web logs for February and
March of 2000. | had thought that they would be saved indefinitely,
so | planned on downl oading them when | needed them, but it seems
that One Net automatically deletes old web logs from our account
after a period of time. I’'m talking to One Net about getting the
missing logs, but thisreport isbhased on only thelogs| have, namely
thosefrom July 1999 to July 2000, excluding the months previously
mentioned as missing.

The number of “hits’ (visits) at our site has increased
dramatically; we get more hitsin amonth now than we did in about
our entire first year.

In any case, here are some summary statistics:

Unique sites served 22,093
Unique documents served 310
Total visits 48,655
Overall Hits 89,556
Home Page Accesses 6,177
Blurbs 45,620
Remote links 5,648
Meetings 1,090
1996-7 Meetings 268
1997-8 Meetings 570
1998-9 Mesetings 376
1999-0 Meetings 642

“Unique’ sitesrefersto the individual network addresses
that accessed our site. This is a pretty vague measure, since a
network address is not necessarily static, that is, it can be one
person one day and someone €l se the next. But that’ s the nature of

9

the beast.

“Total visits” is based on the number of unique sites
served. At facevalue, it saysthat our site was visited over 48,000
times. So either every visitor looked at our web site a little more
than two times, or (much more likely) many people visited once,
and a smaller number visited repeatedly.

“Overall hits’ is more obvious. That is the total number
of times a particular net address, maybe someone at the same
address, accessed adocument on our site (I’ ve excluded the counts
of accesses to image files (pictures), since they are not really
relevant.)

The most popular pages were:

Home page 6,177
Main blurbs page 3,292
Loch Ness Monster 2,969
Spontaneous Human combustion 2,478
Main Links page 2,225
Vindication of Stanton 1,940
Satanic Ritual Abuse 1,685
Philadel phia Experiment 1,609
Snake Handling 1,329
Repressed Memories 1,299
Faith Healing 1,214
Lunar Influence 1,202
Kirlian Photography 1,052
Mu and Lemuria 1,050
Darwin’'s Deathbed 988
Mind-Reading 978
Velikovsky 972
Lincoln's “Cannots’ 959
Psychic Fairs 941
Bermuda Triangle 938

The blurbs remain the most popular section of our site,
which has remained fairly constant since we first got it on the net.

At one time | had a page on which | kept links to other
sites, and edited it manually. Now | use a free program that
maintains a small database of links and link descriptions which |
can update remotely. It aso allows the grouping of links into
categories. When | make changes, | press abutton and all the links
pages are updated automatically, which is much easier than editing
all the pages by hand. At present there are 121 links to other sites
in the database, broken up into categories such as
Skeptical Organizations, UFOs, Creationism, Alternative
Medicine, and so on.

| till plan to get other issues of the newsletter online
eventually, but it's quite a bit of work and somehow | can never
seem to find enough time to work on them. (After working on web
stuff all day at work, often | just don’t feel like tackling it at home,
too.) If anyone would like to help, please contact me at
darkon@one.net. No web experience is necessary; basically all |
need is for someone to go through a Wordperfect file for a
newsl etter and concatenate each articleinto acontiguous piece, and
then send me all the pieces as plain text files, or even some word-
processing format | can read. The biggest hassle to me is simply
getting al the pieces together. Once | have the pieces it’s fairly
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easy for meto add the necessary HTML and afew images, make an
index page for the issue, and add it to the web site.

The SANE list had 32 members at the time of the 1999
annual report. It now has 47 members. However, except for a few
of the e-mail addresses, it's not possible to to tell who is local to
Cincinnati and who is subscribed from a distance.

I moved the SANE list to onelist.com last year, because
they offered freee-mail listsand aweb interface to setting individual
subscription options. Onelist has since been acquired by or renamed || 1 Collecting Superstitionsfor a
to Egroups.com, but the transition was practically unnoticeable, and Supertition Bash Party
the list works the same as it did. Traffic is still kept at alow level, || Send your favoritesto; ART-Superstitions, P.O. Box
with the number of messages per day rarely going over fivel am | 12896, Cincinnati, OH 45212 or e-mail me at
pleased to see that others are making contributions, so that it'snot || g oughry @fuse.net.
just me forwarding material from CSICOP, Skeptic Magazine (it
seems more like Michael Shermer info sometimes), and James

Randi. --DavidWall, Webmast er .

WD All members their personal friends (Adults Only) who want to have

some fun with Superstitions. |f someone hasa friend in the media, you are en-
couraged to invite them on a personal basis.

VHERE: St. John’s Unitarian Church in Clifton.
320 Resor Ave. Cincinnati, OH

VHEN: Date & Time: Friday October 13, 2000 at 7:30 PM

Food: Pop, Snacks, finger food and desserts will be served.
Drinks will be Bring your own bottle — BY OB.

VHAT: costume contest, Fun & Games, Short Reader’s theater and more.

Please RSVP (so we know how many people to prepai c'rory
with Donna Loughry at (513) 961-7331.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax: 716-
636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newsletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale,

FL 33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM at James Tavern in Blue Ash and
publishes Cincinnati Skeptic each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of
information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Membership Questions. Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@cinci.rr.com

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
ONew Member ORenewing Member OContribution ~ OGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work: Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are able to, your additional
contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, it possible. Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues. $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.
CIRequest subjects for future meetings

CPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

g Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
E For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network
M == = Effort.  You will find cheerful, rational messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”

—

E: Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. Thisis our
means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sure to check out our skeptical website at  http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
things as how to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample
copies of the newdletter to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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0 Association for Rational Thought Non-Profit Org._
\ PO. Box 12896 U. S P_ostage Paid
< ) Cincinnati, OH 45212 Cincinnati, OH
v Permit 402

Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investiga
tions to the public. You are cordially invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included
elsewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Place: James Tavern at Cooper Road and Reed Hartman Highway. It isagreat place to gather and then have
the lunch/social portion of each meeting. This location is very accessible for folks wielding walkers, wheel-
chairs and the like. Coffeeis available with a small donation during the meeting.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:00PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

First Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: 10 September 2000
Something fascinating and interesting is being planned

Watch Your Mail For a postcard with details....

Second M eeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: 13 October 2000
Friday the 13th -- a great evening for a Superstition Bash!!

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!

NOTE: Therewill not be any Meeting on Saturday, 14 October at James Tavern.

Joint us....to 1ind out what's real and what's not!
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